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| RAQI - AMERI CAN BUSI NESSVMAN PLEADS GUI LTY TO CHARGES
OF RECEI VING O L- FOR- FOOD CONTRACTS AS PAYMENT FOR WORK
AS UNREGQ STERED AGENT OF | RAQ

JOHN ASHCROFT, the Attorney CGeneral of the United
States, DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, and PASQUALE D AMURO, the
Assi stant Director-in-Charge of the New York O fice of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBl”), announced the guilty
pl ea today in Manhattan federal court of SAMR A VINCENT, an
I ragi -born, naturalized United States citizen, to a four-count
crimnal Information, charging VINCENT with, anmong ot her
of fenses, acting, and conspiring to act, as an unregi stered agent
of the Governnent of Irag.

In his guilty plea before United States District Judge
DENNY CHI N, VINCENT al so admtted to having engaged in prohibited
financial transactions with the Governnent of Iraq, related to
VI NCENT s recei pt of paynents, including lucrative oil
al l ocations under the United Nations QO -For-Food Program from

the Governnent of lraq in return for his operating as their agent



inthe United States, fromin or about 1992 through 2003.
VI NCENT al so pled guilty to related tax charges.

As alleged in the Information, beginning in or about
1992 and continuing through January 2003, VINCENT consulted with
and repeatedly received direction from Saddam Hussein’ s |raqi
Government in an ongoing effort to influence officials in the
United States Governnent and the United Nations to repeal
sanctions that were inposed upon lraq in response to lraq' s
i nvasion of Kuwait in 1990. As part of this ongoing canpaign to
lift sanctions, fromin or about 1995 through 1996, VI NCENT
received instructions fromhigh-level Iragi Governnment officials
and proceeded to carry out those instructions in the course of
meetings with United Nations officials in Manhattan about the
terms and conditions of United Nations Security Counci
Resol ution 986, which led to the adoption of the United Nations
O | - For-Food Program

At no time during the course of conducting this
activity in the United States on behalf of the Government of Iraq
did VINCENT regi ster as an agent of the Iraqi CGovernnent with the
Attorney Ceneral.

As alleged in the Information, VINCENT nmet with Iraqi
Governnment officials in Baghdad in 1996, and based on
instructions received fromthose officials, VINCENT drafted

agreenents that guaranteed mllions of dollars in conpensation



for VINCENT and others fromthe Iraqgi Governnent upon the
successful conpletion of an agreenment regardi ng Resol uti on 986.
Pursuant to these agreenents, in 1996 and 1997, the Governnment of
Irag paid mllions of dollars in cash to VINCENT and ot hers.

As alleged in the Information, between 1998 and 2003,
at the direction of Iraqgi Governnent officials, VINCENT | obbied
former officials of the United States Government who maintai ned
cl ose contacts to high-ranking menbers of both the Cinton and
Bush Adm nistrations in an unsuccessful effort to influence the
position of the United States Governnent to support a repeal of
sanctions against lrag. |In particular, in or about Novenber
2001, VI NCENT obt ai ned a nessage in Baghdad fromofficials of the
Iragi Intelligence Service for delivery to a fornmer official of
the United States CGovernnent regarding the Government of Iraq’ s
position on re-admtting weapons inspectors to Iragq and their
demand for a repeal of sanctions.

In partial conpensation for his efforts conducted on
behal f of the Governnent of Iraq, VINCENT received five separate
all ocations of Iraqi oil under the United Nations GO -for-Food
Program fromin or about 1997 through in or about 2001. VI NCENT
was able to reap profits totaling mllions of dollars by
reselling these five allocations of Iragi oil to an oil conpany.

As part of the agreenment in this case, VINCENT has

agreed to cooperate with this Ofice’ s ongoing investigation into



corruption in the U N G -For-Food Program

VI NCENT surrendered to the FBI this norning in
Manhat t an.

VI NCENT faces a maxi mum sentence of 28 years in prison
5 years’ inprisonnent on the conspiracy charge; 10 years’
i mprisonnment for acting as an unregi stered agent of the
Governnent of Iraq; 10 years’ inprisonnment for International
Emer gency Econonmic Powers Act (“1EEPA’) violations; and a maxi mum
sentence of 3 years’ inprisonnent on the tax charge. VINCENT al so
has agreed to restate his tax returns for the years 2000 through
2003.

M. KELLEY stated: "W will continue to aggressively
i nvestigate and prosecute those who corrupted for their own
profit an international program designed to benefit not the
greedy, but those who were oppressed under the fornmer Iraqi
regi ne. "

M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the FB
and the IRS in this investigation.

Assistant United States Attorneys EDWARD C. O CALLAGHAN
and STEPHEN A. M LLER are in charge of the prosecution.
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